
1880 Sept. 27 / Administration of William J. Clinton, 1994

mined to give his fellow Russians the oppor-
tunity to reach their full potential. I know
there are many more volumes yet to be writ-
ten, but one part of your book made a par-
ticular impression on me.

In your autobiography you tell the story
of your father’s ambition to invent a brick-
laying machine. Time and again, he would
describe in intricate detail how it would
work, how it would mix mortar, lay the bricks,
clean off the excess mortar, and move on to
keep building. He had all sorts of sketches
and calculations for this machine, which he
believed would better the lives of the Russian
people.

Mr. President, you have realized your fa-
ther’s dream, and on a scale he could never
have imagined. Brick by brick, through your
tireless and steadfast efforts, you have laid
the foundation for a democratic Russia. Your
nation has now an elected President and Par-
liament, a Constitution, an increasingly free
economy, and an open society. In just a few
short years, you have accomplished the work
of a lifetime.

And so it is with great admiration for your
historic achievements, confidence in our new
partnership, and a belief that working to-
gether we will help to make a better world,
that I, and I ask all of you to join me, in
raising a glass to you, Boris Nikolayevich
Yeltsin, President of the Russian Federation.

NOTE: The President spoke at 8:35 p.m. in the
State Dining Room at the White House.

Remarks at the ‘‘In the Beginning’’
Exhibit at the Library of Congress
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Thank you very much. President and Mrs.
Yeltsin, Mr. Speaker, Senator Stevens, distin-
guished Members of Congress and other
guests: I’d like to say a special word of com-
mendation to Dr. Billington. I don’t have an
informed opinion about his Russian, but his
English was impeccable this morning.

I’m honored to be joined by the President
of the Russian Federation in opening the ex-
hibit on the 200th anniversary of the Russian
Orthodox Church in North America. We
gather in a new era of cooperation between
our countries, but this exhibit reminds us that

the ties between our peoples are old and
deep.

Two centuries ago, eight Russian priests
arrived in North America to minister to Rus-
sian traders and the native peoples of Alaska.
Together they forged a partnership, a new
Russian and native American community that
eventually would stretch down the Pacific
coast. Though born on different continents,
they were all resourceful, brave, and faithful
people.

A century later, another Russian came to
Alaska, Archbishop Tikhon. He soon pre-
sided over all the new Russian communities
that had grown throughout the entire United
States. He oversaw the completion of St.
Nicholas Cathedral in New York City and re-
turned to his mother country to become the
first patriarch of Russia since the time of
Peter the Great.

In the years since, countless Russian immi-
grants to America have formed churches and
cultural associations in many of our great cit-
ies and farming communities. They have
strengthened American industry, education,
science, and most notably, the arts: literature,
music, and dance. As this exhibit shows, our
Nation’s history has long been enriched by
the Russian people, their fortitude, their cul-
ture, and their faith.

President Yeltsin, this library is a fitting
place for this exhibition, for the Library of
Congress first grew out of the personal li-
brary of our third President, Thomas Jeffer-
son, the author of the Declaration of Inde-
pendence and one of our first champions of
religious tolerance and freedom. Today, the
spirit of respect and understanding thrives
in the exchange programs offered to the bril-
liant minds of young people from Russia and
the United States. And we are joined here
today by 30 of those students who have bene-
fited from the exchange programs that our
two Governments support so strongly.

I’d like to recognize especially the efforts
of our USIA Director Joe Duffey and Sen-
ator Bill Bradley, who have worked so hard
to make these exchanges a reality. Thomas
Jefferson would be proud of them both.

As we remember the ties between Russia
and America of two centuries ago, let us wel-
come our new ties and the new spirit of co-
operation and a new century of partnership
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that lies ahead, remembering that much of
it began on one of the most important prin-
ciples of our entire existence in America, the
principle of religious liberty. When our
Founders fought for the freedom of this
country, they pledged their lives, their for-
tunes, and their sacred honor for the right
of every American to worship as he or she
chooses.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:28 a.m. in the
Great Hall. In his remarks, he referred to James
H. Billington, Librarian of Congress.

The President’s News Conference
With President Yeltsin of Russia
September 28, 1994

President Clinton. We will begin the
press conference now with opening state-
ments, after which we will have, obviously,
questions from the press. And we will do our
best to alternate between the Russian and
American press corps.

Hillary and I and our entire delegation
have very much enjoyed having President
and Mrs. Yeltsin with us, along with all the
Russians who came with them. When Presi-
dent Yeltsin arrived yesterday, I spoke of the
new partnership between our two nations.
After our talks, one thing is clear: Relations
between our nations are moving forward at
full speed.

Both our countries, as President Yeltsin
said yesterday, are sometimes not so easy to
deal with, but we’re succeeding in tackling
some hard challenges. Over the past 2 days
we’ve made good progress on security, eco-
nomic, and diplomatic issues.

I’m pleased to announce today that Presi-
dent Yeltsin and I have agreed that as soon
as the START I treaty takes effect and the
START II treaty is ratified by both of our
countries, we will immediately begin remov-
ing the nuclear warheads that are due to be
scrapped under START II, instead of taking
the 9 years allowed. There will be no adverse
impact on the United States, the Soviet
Union. Indeed, by shaving several years off
the timetable, we will make the world safer
for all of us.

We also plan to work together to encour-
age Ukraine to join the Nuclear Non-Pro-
liferation Treaty this year. As the world’s two
largest nuclear powers, we recognize our spe-
cial responsibilities to ensure the security of
nuclear weapons and materials, even as we
keep dismantling them. This is one of the
most urgent security challenges all the na-
tions of the globe face as we enter the next
century.

President Yeltsin and I spent a lot of time
on this issue. We understand we won’t solve
the problem overnight, but the steps we’ve
taken in areas such as inspecting each other’s
storage facilities and information sharing are
an important start. We are personally com-
mitted to seeing this issue through.

Today President Yeltsin and I have signed
an agreement that will gradually normalize
our economic relations by removing major
barriers to trade and investment. American
support for Russian economic reform has
been constant, and over the last 2 days Amer-
ican and Russian businesses have signed
deals worth nearly $1 billion, ranging from
agriculture to telecommunications. We met
several American and Russian business lead-
ers this morning, and we’re determined to
advance America’s investment in and trade
with Russia.

We will transfer $100 million in aid funds
to directly support trade and investment
through OPIC and the Commerce Depart-
ment. And we will also devote $30 million
to help in the fight against crime in Russia
through cooperation between the FBI and
the Justice Department and appropriate Rus-
sian authorities.

On the diplomatic front, we’ve made
progress on the difficult issue of Russian
arms sales to Iran. We agreed to continue
to work on this problem in the near future.
We also agreed to work more closely together
to help resolve the tragic conflict over
Nagorno-Karabakh.

On Bosnia we repeated our commitment
to work within the Contact Group to compel
the parties to accept the settlement that has
been worked out. Once again, I congratu-
lated President Yeltsin on his historic deci-
sion to withdraw Russian troops from the
Baltic nations.

VerDate 14-MAY-98 11:14 May 27, 1998 Jkt 010199 PO 00001 Frm 00047 Fmt 1244 Sfmt 1244 C:\TERRI\P39SE4.028 INET03


